November Program 3. Personal Statement Session

This month’s suggested program for your group is a session to work on the personal statement.

Goal: To review the elements of a strong personal statement. To understand the importance of career research in writing a strong personal statement. To understand why it is an advantage to be able to talk specifically about your career interests.
Rationale: Law schools are looking for specific elements in your personal statement. A clear plan for the personal statement allows you to include the right elements in a format that the admissions committee can easily follow. Even if you don’t have anything earthshaking to set you aside from other applicants, a clear personal statement will put you ahead of the crowd.
Preparation:  Members should read the full document How to Get Accepted to Law School before the session. It can be accessed at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/howto/.

The username is: grad

The password is: masters1  (ends in number one)

In order to keep up with their plan, members should sign up on the free LawTrack list for monthly reminders. This can be done at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/prelaw/.
Itinerary:

1) Meeting coordinator introduces the topic of the session, the goal, the rationale, and the itinerary for the session. The coordinator asks for any comments or questions about the topic of the session. 

2) Each member can access the document How to Get Accepted to Law School at 

 https://www.cuttsreviews.com/howto/.

The username is: grad

The password is: masters1  (ends in number one)

Each member accesses the Personal Statement Outline from:

www.cuttsreviews.com/prelaw/psoutline.pdf
Time for item 2: 
5 minutes

3) Meeting coordinator facilitates a discussion of each of the five sections of the personal statement structure. What is the function of each section? What questions do members have about each section? Why is it important to do career research before writing the personal statement? Why is a personal statement that talks about specific career goals stronger than one that talks only about a general interest in law?
Time for item 3: 
10 minutes

4)   Each member takes 10 minutes to write the first paragraph of their personal statement. Then as a whole group, members share what they wrote and give feedback to each other. 

Time for item 4: 
20-30 minutes

Total session time: 
35 to 45 minutes

Follow-up: Other follow-up meetings can be used to work on other sections of the Personal Statement.
How to Announce This to Your Members
In our meeting on _________(date) we’ll be working on how to write a strong personal statement. The personal statement is the next most important part of your application after the LSAT.

To be prepared for this session, you’ll need to read the full document How to Get Accepted to Law School before the session. It can be accessed at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/howto/.

The username is: grad

The password is: masters1  (ends in number one)

This booklet is provided by Jay Cutts, author of the Barron’s/Cognella LSAT book.

In order to keep up with your plan and get other free prelaw planning help, you can sign up on the free LawTrack list for monthly reminders. This can be done at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/prelaw/.
