October Program 2. Career Research Planning Session 
This month’s suggested program for your group is a session to work on career research.

Goal: To review the steps for doing career research and for each member to create a two-month plan for carrying out their career research.

Rationale: It’s not necessary to know what you want to do with law in order to get into law school, but applicants who have done significant research into possible career areas will be stronger candidates. In addition, some prelaw students may have only a vague or unrealistic idea about what they want to do with law. They may find later on that law wasn’t what they really wanted to pursue. It’s better to find out now.

Preparation: It will save some time if members can review the instructions for career research before coming to the session. This can be accessed at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/lsat/directions.htm. 

In order to keep up with their plan, members should sign up on the free LawTrack list for monthly reminders. This can be done at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/prelaw/.
Itinerary:

1) Meeting coordinator introduces the topic of the session, the goal, the rationale, and the itinerary for the session. The coordinator asks for any comments or questions about the topic of the session.
2)  Each member individually accesses our online Four Year Planner at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/lsat/directions.htm
Each member finds the listing for their current year and month and looks for the closest link that talks about career research. Each member reads the instructions on career research for their stage. Members who are the same year (freshman, soph, etc.) can work together if they want.

Time for item 2: 
10-15 minutes

3) Members who are in the same year meet as a group and discuss what they’ve learned about career research. Each person then creates a plan for how they are going to undertake their career research over the next two months. Members can review and discuss each other’s plans and can help each other come up with a good plan.
 Meeting coordinator opens a group discussion for members to talk about what they learned and to discuss how to accomplish the activities on their lists.

Time for item 3: 
5-15 minutes

Total session time: 
20 to 35 minutes

Follow-up: Other follow-up meetings can be used to share what students have learned about various career areas.
How to Announce This to Your Members

In our meeting on ____________ (date) we’re going to focus on how to do career research. Doing career research is an important step for preparing a strong personal statement, for choosing schools, and for making sure you have a realistic sense of where you’re going.

It will save some time if you can review the instructions for career research before coming to the session. This can be accessed at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/lsat/directions.htm. 

In order to keep up with your plan, you can sign up on the free LawTrack list for monthly reminders. This can be done at https://www.cuttsreviews.com/prelaw/.
